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WINTER 2018 

 

"The springtime of the Fast has dawned, 
 the flower of repentance has begun to open..." 

 
Great Lent opens with a contrast.  Hymns of repentance wind 

into our ears, bright altar cloths are lifted and replaced with draping 
purple, and we bow our heads to ask our neighbor, our friend, our 
spouse, and our God, for forgiveness.  It is a solemn time in the Church, 
and while the flame of the Resurrection never burns out, the candles we 
put in the sand somehow stand more quietly as we step into this period 
of preparation.  We enter the church and are sobered; we bow our head 
and are humbled; we turn back to God and realize how far weôve left 
Him behind. 

 
And yet, outside of the church, the season is changing in a 

different way.  The darkest months of winter are behind us, and while 
the church dims the weather lightens.  The cold air loses its chill.  The 
ground softens, the ice melts, and we feel the promise of spring shifting 
in the soil underneath our shoes.  In Greece, it is customary for children 
to fly kites on the first day of Lent.  Their clear laughter and happy feet 
shake the grown-ups out of hibernation and set their eyes toward 
brighter skies.  Spring is near. 

 
Is there meaning in this contrast?  Is there something to be 

learned in this juxtaposition of the Church entering Christôs tomb, and 
the world entering Godôs summer? 

 
ñCome to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for 
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.ò 
 
Christôs yoke is easy, and His burden is light.  His yoke is 

freedom.  It is simply to turn to Him in trust and honesty, and to let Him 
do the rest.  It is the yoke of giving up on saving ourselves and letting 
God save us instead.  It is the yoke of Lent, of repentance and abandon, 
of setting ourselves before God and trusting ourselves to His judgments. 

 
As we do this, as we take up Christôs yoke and confront the dark 

corners of our soul, as we give more time to kneeling down and 
confessing, we experience something unimagined.  We walk into a room 
expecting darkness and regret, weakness and shame, but find instead that 
everything has been swallowed up by the blinding light of Godôs 
forgiveness.  Light is all thatôs there. 

 
Great Lent is stepping into that room.  The church darkens, but 

the light that shines through the windows shines more strongly with each 
passing day.  As we walk toward the tomb we sense the promise of the 
overwhelming Springðthe Resurrection that is soon to come. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

 

FuneraLS  
 

Adrienne Gooch (+December 2) 
Chris Zotos (+December 12) 
Mary Clark (+December 19) 
Vangjel Bahos (+December 26) 
Victoria Sale (+December 31) 
Chris Georgeson (+January 4) 
Katherine Malis (+January 17) 

 
 

May THEIR Memories be eternal  

 

Baptisms  
 
November 26 
Nicholas, son of Alan & Kathryn Zakaria 
   Godfather: Mark Zakaria 
 
November 29 
Anna Carroll 
   Godmother: Vicki Haviaras 
 
December 3 
Nicholas, son of Sotirios & Jennifer Kyriakopoulos 
   Godfather: Constantine Stavropoulos 

 
Wednesday, February 21 
        6:30pm Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Friday, February 23 
1st Salutations to the Virgin Mary 7pm 
 
Saturday, February 24 
3rd Saturday of Souls  
        9am Orthros 
        10am Divine Liturgy 
        11am Memorial Service 
 
Sunday, February 25 
Sunday of Orthodoxy-Icon Procession at 10:00am 
 
Wednesday, February28 
       6:30pm Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Friday, March 2 
2nd Salutations to the Virgin Mary 7pm 
 
Sunday, March 4-St. Gregory Palamas 
 
Wednesday, March 7 
       10am Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Friday, Marcy 9 
3rd Salutations to the Virgin Mary 7pm 
 
Sunday, March 11-Sunday of the Holy Cross 
 
Wednesday, March 14 
       10am Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Friday, Marcy 16 
4th Salutations to the Virgin Mary 7pm 
 
Sunday, March 18-St. John Climacus 
 
Wednesday, March 21 
       6:30pm  Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Friday, March 23 
       Akathist Hymn 7pm 
 
Sunday, March 25-ANNUNCIATION and 
Greek Independence Day 
 
Wednesday, March 28  
        6:3pm Presanctified Liturgy 
 
Saturday, March 31-Lazarus Saturday 
        9am Orthros 
        10am Divine Liturgy 
        11am Palm Making 
 
The complete schedule for Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week will be mailed to you, enclosed in the 

Sunday Bulletin and  
The Echo.  

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
All Sunday Services 

Orthros 9:00am and Divine Liturgy 10:00am 
 

Saturday, February 10 
1st Saturday of Souls   
        9am Orthros 
        10am Divine Liturgy 
        11am Memorial Service 
 
Sunday, February 11-Judgement Sunday 
       Meatfare 
 
Saturday, February 17 
2nd Saturday of Souls  
        9am Orthros 
        10am Divine Liturgy 
        11am Memorial Service 
 
Sunday, February 18-Forgiveness Sunday    
       Cheesefare 
 
Monday, February 19 
Great Lent Begins 
       6pm Great Compline 
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Parish news  

PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Catering 
 We welcome aboard Ernieôs Catering as the new 
exclusive caterer for our St Nicholas Event Center. 
Parish Council tremendous confidence in Ernieôs, and 
we feel our parishioners will enjoy the food and 
service available on site. For those interested in 
reaching Ernieôs to book an event, our contacts are 
Sam and Marlaina Backos, and they can be 
reached at (586) 286-8435 or sales2@erniesmi.com 
Ernieôs Catering is a part of the long-time and very 
popular east side restaurant Ernieôs, at 16655 19 Mile 
Road in Clinton Twp. If you are in the area, please 
stop in for a meal or a visit and say hello. 
 
Website 
 Our new Website is coming very soon! Father 
Stratton and Father Michael together with our Council 
members Stephen Karniotis and Pete Michalakis are 
conducting final reviews of the site with the provider, 
Revize Technologies, and plan to secure a final target 
date of implementation. 
 
Opa! FEST 2018ð25th Anniversary 
 This June marks the celebration of the  25th 
Anniversary of our annual Greek Festival, Opa! 
FEST. The dates will be June 22-23-24 and the 
festival team are looking into special events and/or 
attractions in order to celebrate this milestone of 25 
years. The activity planning has begun and new ideas 
and volunteers are needed to help make this landmark 
anniversary a special Opa! FEST. Please contact the 
church office at (248) 362-9575 if you can help! 
 
Good Luck Tonya! 
 Tonya Franklin, our Office Administrator, notified 
us at the end of 2017 that she will be leaving on 
January 26 for another opportunity. We wish Tonya 
well in her new endeavor. She was a great addition to 
our parish staff and will be missed. 
 

Council Calendar 2018 
 

Feb. 10  Macaronatha / Family Night  
April 8  Anastasi / Resurrection Social 
May 13  Motherôs Day Cake and Coffee 
May 20  Spring General Assembly 
June 17  Fatherôs Day / Dads and Grads Breakfast 
June 22-24 Opa! FEST 2018 
Nov. 11  Feather Party 
Nov. 18  Fall General Assembly 
Dec. 2   Feast Day Breakfast 
 
 

TREASURERõS REPORT 
 
 Fair Share stewardship pledges cover the 
general operating expenses of the church which 
are approximately  $700,000 annually.  We had 
395 stewardship pledges for 2017 calendar year 
totaling $280,000. 
 
 Final 2017 calendar year financial reports 
are still in-process, but it is certain that we will 
have a budget deficit for the 3rd year in a row. 
 
 We should all be stewards of our St. 
Nicholas Church contributing time, talent and 
treasure.  If you have not already done so, 
please submit a 2018 Stewardship pledge to 
help the church fund its basic operations so 
that we can avoid dipping into savings to do 
so.  In order to cover our regular expenses we 
need at least 500 stewards pledging an average 
of $1,000 per year (or 600 pledging average of 
$833 per year).   
 
 2018 pledge cards have been mailed out, 
and are also available in the Narthex and 
Administrative Office.   
 
 Also, please remember to complete your 
2017 Stewardship pledge. 
 
Thank you for your continued support or 
our beautiful St. Nicholas Church. 

 
 
 

The theme for the  
2018 Stewardship Campaign  

 

mailto:sales2@erniesmi.com
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   PHPILOPTOCHOS 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach to preserve the sanctity of life and family and to 
perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions. 
 
Past Events 
 

*December 3-5 St. Nicholas Bake Sale-Chairpersons Melanie Feles. A huge thank you to our bake sale 
chairpersons, committee members, volunteers and bakers. Your talents, hard work and baked goods raised over 
$1,700. Well done!  
 
*Giving Tree- Chairperson Paula Kalevas and Tina Robert. Our giving tree was once again a HUGE success. Our 
Philoptochos worked alongside the Sunday School collecting gifts for The Judson Center and adopting families for 
Focus Detroit. This year we collected 25 gifts for the Judson Center and 25 families for Focus Detroit THANK YOU 
to the entire Saint Nicholas community for your very generous and heartfelt support of this endeavor. It is with your 
enthusiasm and desire to help that we are able achieve such success.  
 
*Forget-Me Not Baskets ï Chairperson Maria Kokkinakis. Thank you to the chairperson and committee members 
who coordinated, baked cookies, donated silk poinsettias, assembled and delivered the Christmas Forget-Me-Not 
Baskets to those who are home bound and unable to attend church. We received many thank you notes on how much 
these baskets were appreciated and enjoyed.  
 
*Vasilopita Luncheon- Cindy Crosson. Once again our luncheon was a huge success. We were able to raise $6,000 
for Saint Basil Academy. Thank you to everyone who donated to this important cause, the event chairperson and all 
the volunteers!  And a special Thank you to the ñMen of Philoptochosò along with Tina Daniels who cooked and 
provided us with such a delicious lunch. We couldnôt have done it without you.  
 
Upcoming Events 

NOTE: there will be no February meeting. We will hold a brief meeting during the Project Linus Event. 

 

Saturday, February 3rd ï Project Linus Outreach Project 10:00am at St Nicholas Events Center. Everyone is 
welcome to come and help!  

Sunday, February 4th ï Sweet Treats 
Saturday, February 10th ï Macronatha Please join us for this wonderful event. Enjoy good food, dancing, 
prizes and fellowship. We hope everyone will attend. See flyer below for details. 

 Monday, February 19 - Great Lent begins. Great Compline Service at 6:30pm followed by Fasolatha Dinner.  
 Saturday, March 3-Annual Womenôs Lenten Spiritual Retreat 9am-3pm (see enclosed flyer) 
 
Email Address & Staying Connected-If youô would like to receive Philoptochos updates, emails or reminders 
electronically please email philoptochos@stnicholastroy.org to be added to the list AND like us on Facebook: 

 

mailto:philoptochos@stnicholastroy.org
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Parish news  

catechism  
  
 During the Christmas season the children of our 
Catechism Program in the spirit of philanthropy 
participated in their first Community Service Project 
(CSP) of the year. Our theme for the CSP was ñChildren 
Reaching Out toé.ò The first project was in conjunction 
with our Philoptochos with an ñAdopt a Familyò for 
Focus Detroit ñSt. Nicholas Sacks ñalong with our annual 
Christmas project with the annual Mittens, Hats, Gloves 
& Scarves ñGiving Treeò. We would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to the children and families that 
participated. The catechism office was over flowing and 
overwhelmed with the outpouring of gifts for our adopted 
family. Our ñSanta Sackò was filled to the brim, and we 
had enough to fill 5 more large bags with presents. The 
Mitten and Scarf tree was filled to the top with your gifts. 
We are blessed to have such wonderful families to help 
provide needy families with a Merry Christmas. Thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.  
 January came in with a vengeance but it did not put a 
damper on our Vasilopita class tradition. Again, this year 
all the classes celebrated with their own Vasilopita. They 
learned the meaning and traditions behind it along with 
the story of St. Basil. The bread is cut, and the pieces are 
distributed carefully in a special order.  The first piece is 
for Christ. There will be pieces for the Virgin Mary, 
for Saint Basil (Agios Vasilios), and a piece for the 
needy. Then, pieces will be cut for the church and 
members of the class. First, the teacher then each 
student. 

Congratulations to our lucky coin winners:  
 Pre-3 Kostas Kaiafas; Pre-4 Luca Opris; Kindergarten 
ï Peter Melitsas; 1st grade- Matthew Hakopian; 2nd grade 
-Orestes Kaltsounis; 3rd grade- Zach Georgiadis; 4th grade
-William Alexander; 5th grade ï The Theotokos; 6th 
grade ï the Church; 7th grade- Nicolette Lisnek; 8th grade
-Stephen Economy; 9 & 10th grade-Lexie Hazen and 11 
& 12th grade-Thanasi Michalakis. We wish all the 
recipients ñKali Chroniaò (Good Year). 
 St. Nicholas Philoptochos February outreach program 
is ñPROJECT LINUSò where they will be making 
handmade blankets to be distribute to children at Haven, 
Beaumont Hospital, St. Joseph Hospital Pontiac and 
DMC Childrenôs Hospital or any agency where a child 
needs a ñBIG HUGò!! This project fits right along with 
our CSP ñChildren reaching outé. Hope you will join 
Philoptochos with your children for this wonderful 
project. Oh, you donôt need to know who to sew either. 
For more information contact Andrea Feles-Katsimbaris 
afeles59@gmil.com 
 As the Lenten season approaches the students will 
once again be collecting for the Orthodox Missions as 
part of our CSP. Each child will be given a container for 
their donations. More information will follow. 

G.O.Y.A. 

 January was a busy month for the G.O.Y.A. On 
January 20 we helped out at Focus Detroit by cleaning 
a library in Detroit and had a great time offering our 
services to those in need. We also enjoyed lunch as  a 
group in Detroit, which was a great way to end a busy 
day. Some of our GOYANs attended the G.O.Y.A. 
event in Grand Rapids and had a lot of fun enjoying 
games with other GOYANs in the Metropolis. We 
also sold Greek bread after church January 28 which 
was enjoyed by both the GOYANs and the 
parishioners. (Everyone loves the smell of fresh baked 
bread) 
 February looks to be an exciting month filled with 
fellowship and fun. On February 4 weôre hoping to 
sell Loukoumades on Godparent Sunday. Weôre also 
extremely excited to finally have our winter group 
activity! On February 18 our GOYANs will be going 
sledding as a group and enjoying dinner and a bonfire 
afterwards. It will be a fun-filled day for everyone, so 
please attend! For more information, please come to 
our February 11 meeting! 
 

J.o.y. 
 J.O.Y. is looking forward to the annual Pizza and 
Pool Party on Friday, February 2. The fun starts at 
5:45pm at the Troy Aquatic Center on Livernois. We 
will be having pizza first and the pool is open to us at 
6:45.pm. Come join the fun and socialize with your 
friends from Sunday school!  Cost is $6 per swimmer. 
Please RSVP to Tasia at tstav@comcast.net or 
248.613.7812. Hope to see you there!   
 

Argonauts  

 

 Braving the frigid weather,78 hardy seniors came 
to our January luncheon. Cold or not cold , the sun 
was shining and everyone enjoyed themselves. We 
welcomed our new caterer, Ernieôs, who provided us 
with a wonderful meal. We had the traditional cutting 
of the vasilopita by Fr. Stratton and Fr. Michael. 
Maria Manolias was the winner of the lucky coin 
giving her luck in the New Year! Our 50/50 raffle was 
won by Dr. Pallas. Weôre sure that warmed him for 
the day. 
 February 8 is our Valentines Luncheon. Our 
speaker will be Bill Gaggos discussing issues of 
importance to seniors. Please make your reservation 
by calling Alice Vretta at (586) 286-2847. In 
consideration to our new caterer, PLEASE make 
reservations. Our normal cost for luncheons is $13 
with a reservation...without a reservation the cost 
will be $20. 
 We look forward to seeing everyone at our next 
luncheon. 

mailto:tstav@comcast.net
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14th Annual 

             WOMENõS LENTEN SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
Sponsored by Saint Nicholas Ladies Philoptochos Society 

760 Wattles Road -Troy, MI  48098 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018 

9:00 a.m. (Registration) ð 3:00 p.m. 
  

Iconography: Art and Faith 
  

Retreat Speaker 

Reverend Father Anthony Salzman  
He has been the priest at St. Philothea Greek Orthodox Church since 1999. He is also a Byzantine Icono-
grapher, and as a priest with a òlay professionó continues his work painting churches and icons.     Fr. Antho-

ny received his M. Div.  from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, MA and then 
studied Byzantine Iconography in Thessaloniki, Greece for six years. Icons he has painted can be found in 

churches in CT, MA, RI, PA, NJ, OH, GA, FL and Mexico City.   
  
  

Cost is $30.00 (Please register by February 25, 2018 ) 
Includes morning refreshments and a Lenten luncheon 

Catered by Ernieõs 
  

No tickets will be sold at the door.  No refund will be issued after February 25, 2018) 
Proper attire must be worn for Orthros prayer service, no jeans please. 

  

            Please make checks payable to: St. Nicholas Philoptochos ƅMemo line: Lenten Retreat 
  

Mail this completed form with your check to: 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church -760 West Wattles Road-Troy, MI  48098-4500 

Attn: Lenten Retreat 
  

Questions? Contact Maria Kokkinakis at  LentenRetreat@yahoo.com or Patti Chalker at 248-722-5849  

mailto:LentenRetreat@yahoo.com

